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Abstract—With the fast growth of communication 

networks, the video data transmission from these 

networks is extremely vulnerable. Error concealment is a 

technique to estimate the damaged data by employing the 

correctly received data at the decoder. In this paper, an 

efficient boundary matching algorithm for estimating 

damaged motion vectors (MVs) is proposed. The 

proposed algorithm performs error concealment for each 

damaged macro block (MB) according to the list of 

identified priority of each frame. It then uses a classic 

boundary matching criterion or the proposed boundary 

matching criterion adaptively to identify matching 

distortion in each boundary of candidate MB. Finally, the 

candidate MV with minimum distortion is selected as an 

MV of damaged MB and the list of priorities is updated. 

Experimental results show that the proposed algorithm 

improves both objective and subjective qualities of 

reconstructed frames without any significant increase in 

computational cost. The PSNR for test sequences in some 

frames is increased about 4.7, 4.5, and 4.4 dB compared 

to the classic boundary matching, directional boundary 

matching, and directional temporal boundary matching 

algorithm, respectively. 

 

Index Terms—Temporal error concealment, Motion 

vector estimation, Boundary matching algorithm. 

 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Video data compression is a process to decrease the 

digital data rate by removing redundant data. Elimination 

of video data redundancy may cause sensitivity to 

channel errors. In order to conceal these errors and 

enhancement of the reconstructed frames visual quality, it 

is used the error concealment techniques. These 

techniques are classified according to the used video 

sequences properties. In general, error concealment 

techniques are divided into three main categories: spatial 

domain [1-3], frequency domain [4-6], and temporal 

domain [7-34].  

Spatial error concealment techniques use spatial 

redundancies among frame pixels to recover the damaged 

MB. Frequency error concealment techniques use data of 

adjacent MBs in the frequency domain for error 

concealment. Temporal error concealment exploits 

temporal redundancy among consecutive frames for error 

concealing of damaged MB. If there are no scene changes 

in consecutive frames, most objects of the current frame 

can be found in the previous frame. In this paper, we have 

focused on temporal error concealment. 

The simplest temporal error concealment method is the 

temporal replacement (TR) [7]. In that method, all 

damaged MVs are replaced by zeros. The method is 

useful when there is a low motion among consecutive 

frames. In [8], a whole frame loss error concealment 

algorithm is proposed to further refine the TR. There are 

also some other simple methods which have special 

usages. Some of these methods [9] use the corresponding 

MB’s MV from the previous frame which has a better 

performance, assuming that the motion in video 

sequences is smooth. Another simple and common 

method is the use of the average or median of adjacent 

MVs of damaged MB [10]. The simulation results show 

that the use of median is better than average method. In 

[11], five simple error concealment methods are analyzed 

with two similarity metrics. 

In the MV interpolation method [12], the MV of each 

4×4 block is estimated by interpolation from MVs of 

adjacent MBs. The distance between adjacent blocks is 

used as their weights. 

The Lagrange interpolation (LI) method [13], is also a 

simple and useful method for MV recovering of 4×4 

blocks. It supposes that the damaged MVs are in the 

range of MVs from adjacent MBs. Obviously, if this 

assumption is invalid, the results will not be satisfactory. 

The classic boundary matching algorithm (BMA) [14] 

uses the smoothness assumption from boundary pixels of  
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damaged MB. The algorithm recovers the damaged MB 

by minimizing the boundary matching distortion among 

inner and outer boundaries of the reconstructed MB. The 

BMA method achieves very well results in estimating the 

MV of the damaged MB.  However, slanting edges and 

rapid gray-level changes may cause extensive variations, 

which in turn decreases the BMA performance. 

Gao and Lie [15] proposed a post-processing method 

for BMA with the use of Kalman filter. At first, the 

damaged MV is estimated by BMA. However, because of 

less information from boundary pixels, most of the 

estimated MVs are not accurate. Therefore, the obtained 

MVs are corrected by using the Kalman filter. 

The edge adaptive boundary matching algorithm (EA-

BMA) [16] uses a mask proportional to the edge strength 

in damaged blocks’ neighbors. The BMA-based 

algorithm employs the masks outside a damaged block 

instead of predicting the boundary pixels of the damaged 

block. Finally, the best-selected MV from matching 

process is used for damaged block. 

An effective temporal error concealment algorithm 

[17], constructs a limited candidate MV set among the 

MVs of neighboring MBs and extrapolates MVs. It 

selects the best MV from the limited candidate MV set by 

using the BMA to conceal the corrupted MB. 

Choi and Jeon [18] proposed an error concealment 

technique with block boundary smoothing to improve the 

video subjective quality. It uses the weighted boundary 

pixels of reference block to decrease the blocking 

artifacts compared to conventional temporal error 

concealment methods. 

Huang and Lien [19] proposed a temporal error 

concealment technique using a self-organizing map. They 

used a self-organizing map as a predictor to estimate the 

MVs of damaged MBs. The estimated MVs were utilized 

to reconstruct the damaged MB by exploiting the spatial 

information from reference frames via employing a 

boundary matching criterion. The dynamic temporal error 

concealment technique using a competitive neural 

network (CNN) [20] uses a CNN predictor or BMA 

method for estimating damaged MB’s MV. Different 

methods are performed based on the video scene motion. 

In a fuzzy reasoning-based temporal error concealment 

method [21], two measuring criterions, namely side 

match distortion (SMD) and sum of absolute difference 

(SAD), are considered together for estimating damaged 

MVs. Thus, the method is adopted to balance the effects 

of SMD and SAD to accomplish the judgment more 

accurately for candidate MVs. Also in [22], a fuzzy 

metric based on Sugeno fuzzy integral is used as the 

criterion to compare the candidate MVs. Unlike 

conventional metrics, this metric is more compatible with 

human visual system (HVS). 

Araghi et al. [23] proposed a method for MV 

optimization of damaged MB with the two best MVs, 

which have obtained from BMA. Furthermore, a pre-

processing step for determination of a proper MVs set is 

presented. According to BMA criterion with reliability 

coefficient in double weighted MVs algorithm [24], the 

two best MVs are selected. Then, the optimal MV is 

calculated by weighting the MVs in terms of their 

accuracy. 

Thaipanich et al. [25] proposed an outer boundary 

matching algorithm (OBMA) to estimate damaged MVs. 

The OBMA uses spatial and temporal smoothness of 

damaged MB boundaries to conceal the damaged MB. 

This algorithm with minimizing the boundary matching 

distortion among outer boundaries of damaged MB and 

outer boundaries of reconstructed MB, recovers the 

damaged MB. Also in [26], the TR and the improved 

outer boundary matching algorithm have used for 

dynamical error concealment in inter-frames of videos. 

In spatio-temporal boundary matching algorithm 

(STBMA) [27] has been used from BMA and OBMA 

criterions and side smoothness criterion of damaged MB 

for estimating the damaged MV. 

The MVs interpolation method [28] interpolates the 

MVs of lost blocks in current frame using extrapolated 

MVs from the previous frame. It increases the accuracy 

in recovering the corrupted block MVs. 

Wu et al. [29] proposed an enhanced edge-sensitive 

processing order for temporal error concealment 

algorithm. It uses an efficient processing order for error 

concealment by considering the side information of 

neighboring blocks. In addition, a MV searching 

algorithm for determining the best MV is presented. 

An adaptive error concealment mechanism with the use 

of decision tree is proposed in [30] for damaged MB error 

concealment. It uses different spatial and temporal error 

concealment methods in terms of spatial and temporal 

features of the video sequences. 

Wang et al. [31] proposed an integrated temporal error 

concealment technique for H.264/AVC. It switches 

between two modes, adaptively. The first mode is a 

conventional temporal error concealment step. The 

second mode is an integrated mode that obtains by 

integrating two temporal error concealment approaches 

with an adaptive weight. It can obtain the optimal 

recovery data for damaged MBs. 

Wu et al. [32] proposed a spatial-temporal error 

concealment algorithm for H.264/AVC. In this algorithm, 

a frame-level scene-change detection is applied. If the 

scene change occurs the spatial error concealment is 

applied, otherwise the temporal error concealment is 

applied. For temporal error concealment, a prediction-

based motion vector estimation scheme is applied to 

obtain the final MV. 

Most of the conventional error concealment methods 

(such as BMA) apply only one direction to calculate the 

differences among boundaries in the boundary distortion 

function. The directional boundary matching (DBM) 

method [33] determines the direction of comparison for 

each boundary pixel of the candidate MB. Then, every 

boundary pixel in determined direction is compared with 

a pixel of the outer boundary of the damaged MB. It tries 

to improve the accuracy of damaged MV estimation. 

The directional temporal boundary matching 

algorithm (DTBMA) [34] estimates the real boundary 

direction by considering pixel differences in three 

directions for temporal error concealment. If candidate 
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MBs are from previous stages of error concealment, it 

will not lead to satisfactory results. Although, in general, 

it has a better performance compare to BMA and DBM.  

To solve the problems of conventional algorithms, an 

efficient boundary matching algorithm is proposed to 

estimate the damaged MVs more accurately. In this 

algorithm, the damaged MBs in each frame are 

reconstructed according to a priority list of identified 

error concealment. Then, this list is updated after 

reconstruction of each damaged MB. Moreover, this 

algorithm uses the classic boundary matching criterion or 

the proposed boundary matching criterion to identify 

boundary matching distortion for each candidate MBs’ 

boundary, adaptively. Therefore, the proposed algorithm 

obtains more accurate estimation of damaged MV. It also 

prevents from error propagation in next frames. 

The rest of this paper is organized as follows. First in 

Section II, the BMA is described briefly. Afterwards, 

Section III presents the proposed algorithm in detail. In 

Section IV, the experimental results are shown and finally 

Section V, concludes the paper. 

 

II.  BOUNDARY MATCHING ALGORITHM 

The algorithm assumes that there are high spatial 

correlations in undamaged image pixels. In the classic 

boundary matching criterion (BMC) the inner boundary 

pixels of candidate MB are compared with the outer 

boundary pixels of damaged MB in the current frame. 

Outer boundaries of damaged MB and inner boundaries 

of candidate MB are shown in Fig. 1. 

The classic boundary matching criterion is defined for 

each boundary of damaged MB using 
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where (i,j) denotes the coordinate of top-left pixel in the 

damaged MB, fcur(.,.) is the indicator of current frame, 

fref(.,.) is the indicator of  reference frame, MV(vi,vj) is the 

candidate MV, and S is the number of available pixels in 

each boundary. Also, top, bottom, left, and right are 

referred to top, left, bottom, and right boundaries of the 

damaged MB.  

 

Fig 1: Illustration of boundaries in boundary matching criterion 

If one of outer boundaries of the damaged MB is 

unavailable, the corresponding part with the boundary 

from equation (1) to (4) is also unavailable. Finally, the 

candidate MV that leads to the minimum value of the 

classic matching distortion function (BMCtotal) is 

selected as the MV of the damaged MB using 
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III.  PROPOSED ALGORITHM 

In order to focus on the problem of concealing the 

damaged MBs, it is assumed that the positions of 

damaged MBs in video frames have been known. Some 

of the error detection methods at decoder are reviewed in 

[35]. 

According to the architecture of the proposed 

algorithm (Fig. 2), the numbers of correct spatial adjacent 

MBs for each damaged MB are identified after 

calculating the coordinate of damaged MB in current 

frame. Using these numbers, the list of error concealment 

priority from the damaged MB in current frame is 

identified. In this list, a damaged MB with more priority 

has more current boundaries. 

Using this list in each stage, the MB with the highest 

priority is selected for error concealment. The list is 

updated after error concealment of each damaged MB. 

The updating includes deletion of concealed MB and the 

number of its neighbors and addition of a neighbor of the 

spatial adjacent MBs if they are damaged.  

After that, one of the damaged MBs with the highest 

priority is selected for error concealment.  The MVs of 

top, bottom, left, and right MBs from the damaged MB 

and the MV corresponding to the selected damaged MV 

from the previous frame are exploited.  

The adapted candidate MV set includes the adjacent 

MVs of damaged MB, the mean and median MVs of 

them, the zero MV, and the corresponding MV of the 

damaged MV of the reference frame. In order to improve 

the accuracy of the proposed algorithm, the adjacent 

damaged MVs will be eliminated from the candidate MV 

set. 

  
Reference frame Current frame 
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The proposed boundary matching algorithm uses two 

boundary matching criterions to compare the candidate 

MB boundaries and the adjacent boundaries of the 

damaged MB, adaptively. The first criterion is the classic 

boundary matching criterion described in Section II. The 

second one is the proposed boundary matching criterion 

described in the following. 

 

Fig 2: Block diagram of proposed algorithm

Positioning of all damaged MBs in current frame 

Determination of error concealment priority list 

from damaged MBs 

Selection of damaged MB with highest priority 

Identifying a candidate MV set, adaptively 

Selection of the first candidate MB 

Selection one of adjacent boundaries of damaged MB 

Calculation of sum of EBMC 

for all available boundaries 

Selection of the next adjacent 

boundary of damaged MB 

Selection of candidate MV with the 

minimum sum of EBMC for error 

concealment 

Selection of the next 

candidate MB 

Is the corresponding MB with damaged MB from reference frame 

damaged? 

Is additional boundary available for selected boundary? 

Does additional boundary belong to two MBs? 

Is every MB concealed in last stages? 

Calculation of BMC for all 

boundaries of damaged MB 

Calculation of PBMC 

for selected boundary 

Calculation of EBMC for a boundary or selected boundaries 

Was EBMC calculated for all available boundaries? 

Was the sum of EBMC calculated for all boundaries of 

candidate MBs? 

Updating the list of concealment priorities from damaged MBs 

Error concealment of next damaged MB 

Yes No 

No Yes 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Calculation of BMC for selected 

boundary 
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If adjacent MBs of damaged MB are available, their 

positions are identified in the reference frame. Hence, the 

proposed boundary matching criterion exploits from the 

reference frame, the outer boundaries of the MBs which 

are overlapped with inner boundaries of damaged MB; 

these boundaries are called “additional boundaries”. 

Additional boundaries for each damaged MB (if they are 

available), include the bottom outer boundary of top 

adjacent MB, the top outer boundary of bottom adjacent 

MB, the right outer boundary of left adjacent MB, and the 

left outer boundary of right adjacent MB. 

If the spatial corresponding MB with the damaged MB 

is concealed in the reference frame (it results from the 

last error concealment stages), the proposed algorithm 

uses just the classic boundary matching criterion for error 

concealment. Furthermore, if each of additional 

boundaries is belonged to the different MBs in the 

reference frame and each of these MBs is concealed, the 

additional boundary is ignored and the classic boundary 

matching criterion is used for comparing that boundary. 

Otherwise, the proposed boundary matching criterion 

(PBMC) is defined using 
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where MV(vtx,vty), MV(vbx,vby), MV(vlx,vly), and 

MV(vrx,vry) denote the MVs of adjacent MBs from top, 

bottom, left, and right damaged MBs, respectively; if they 

are available. Also, (v.x,v.y) are the components of MVs 

from adjacent MBs in x and y sides. Also, t, b, l, and r 

refer to top, bottom, left, and right adjacent MBs of 

damaged MB, respectively.  

Finally, according to (10) the candidate MV is selected 

as the MV of damaged MB with minimum boundary 

distortion of the proposed EBMCposition in all 

boundaries 
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where position is referred to the position of each MV 

from damaged MB. 

 

IV.  EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS 

In order to evaluate the performance of the proposed 

algorithm, various types of CIF (325×288) video test 

sequences including “Bus”, “Mother and Daughter”, and 

“Foreman” and also QCIF (176×144) video test 

sequences including “Walk”, “Mother and Daughter”, 

and “Miss America” were used. These test sequences 

have different motion types in consecutive frames. 

Video test sequences are encoded in 4:2:0 format. The 

size of the MBs is 16×16. To calculate MVs, the block 

matching algorithm [36] with exhaustive search (full 

search) and the search parameter of seven (p=7) is used. 

Error in video frames with MB missing rate of 5%, 10%, 

and 20% in each frame are created, randomly. 

To evaluate the performance of the proposed algorithm, 

the damaged MVs are recovered by different algorithms. 

The performance of the proposed algorithm is compared 

with BMA, DBM, and DTBMA methods. For increasing 

the validity of the tests, the experiments on each 

algorithm are performed 20 times and the average values 

are used as the final result. 

Fig. 3 shows the average PSNR values for 

reconstructed CIF test sequences of “Bus”, “Mother and 

Daughter”, and “Foreman”, respectively. Also, Fig. 4 

shows the average PSNR values for the reconstructed 

QCIF video test sequences of “Mother and Daughter”, 

“Walk”, and “Miss America, respectively. 

Experimental results shown in Fig. 3 indicate that the 

proposed algorithm increases the PSNR for CIF video 

test sequences in some frames about 2.93, 2.96, and 2.82 

dB compared to BMA, DBM, and DTBMA methods, 

respectively. Also, according to Fig. 4, the proposed 

algorithm increases the PSNR for QCIF test sequences in 

some frames about 4.71, 4.58, and 4.46 dB compared to 

BMA, DBM, and DTBMA methods, respectively. 

The average PSNR values (in dB) of luminance for 30 

frames of CIF sequences and 60 frames of QCIF 

sequences are listed in Table I. To compare the quality 

and time complexity of various error concealment 

algorithms the same PC (Intel Core i5, 2.4 GHz) is used. 

The average reconstruction time (in msec) for 30 frames 

of CIF sequences and 60 frames of QCIF sequences with 

average MB missing rate of 10% is listed in Table II. 

According to Table I, the proposed algorithm yields 

higher average PSNR performance than BMA, DBM, and 

DTBMA in both CIF and QCIF resolutions. From Table I 

we can observe that the proposed algorithm in CIF 

resolution can improve the average PSNR performance 

by up to 1.8727, 1.9257, and 1.8116 dB, compared with 

BMA, DBM, and DTBMA, respectively. Also, the 
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proposed algorithm in QCIF resolution can improve the 

average PSNR performance by up to 1.5312, 1.4935, and 

1.2577 dB, compared with BMA, DBM, and DTBMA, 

respectively. Also, from Tables I and II we can observe 

that the proposed algorithm estimates the MVs of the 

damaged MBs without considerable increase in 

computational complexity compared to BMA, DBM, and 

DTBMA. 
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Fig 3: PSNR values of different CIF video test sequences with average MB missing rate of 20%: (a) “Bus”  (b) “Mother and Daughter”                    (c) 
“Foreman”. 

20 30 40 50 60 70 80

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

Frame Number

P
S

N
R

(d
B

)

 

 

BMA

DBMA

DTBMA

Proposed algorithm

 
20 30 40 50 60 70

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

Frame Number

P
S

N
R

(d
B

)

 

 

BMA

DBM

DTBMA

Proposed Algorithm

 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

Frame Number

P
S

N
R

(d
B

)

 

 

BMA

DBMA

DTBMA

Proposed algorithm

 
(a) (b) (c) 

Fig 4: PSNR values of different QCIF video test sequences with average MB missing rate of 20%: (a) “Mother and Daughter” (b) “Walk”               (c) 
“Miss America”.Table 1: Average PSNR for video test sequences with different error concealment algorithms. 

Video Resolution Video Sequence 
Error Concealment 

Algorithm 

Average MB Missing Rate 

5% 10% 20% 

CIF 

Bus 

BMA 38.1736 34.8043 31.9832 

DBM 38.1423 34.7514 31.9656 

DTBMA 38.3976 34.8655 32.0349 

Proposed Algorithm 39.5173 36.6770 33.5487 

Mother and Daughter 

BMA 43.3521 40.5038 37.8773 

DBM 43.4700 40.5407 37.9161 

DTBMA 43.5226 40.6360 38.0256 

Proposed Algorithm 44.4984 41.9167 39.1109 

Foreman 

BMA 41.4184 38.7466 35.6586 

DBM 41.5632 38.8565 35.7570 

DTBMA 41.8779 39.0506 35.9118 

Proposed Algorithm 42.4773 39.9759 36.8464 

QCIF 

Mother and Daughter 

BMA 60.3064 54.6166 50.0784 

DBM 60.3441 54.6706 50.1183 

DTBMA 60.7757 54.9260 50.4305 

Proposed Algorithm 61.8376 55.5045 51.1868 

Walk 

BMA 49.2718 43.6730 38.7396 

DBM 49.2980 43.7340 38.8072 

DTBMA 49.3812 43.8938 38.9161 

Proposed Algorithm 50.5197 45.1515 39.9987 

Miss America 

BMA 56.6534 50.2796 45.8118 

DBM 56.5755 50.2537 45.8281 

DTBMA 56.6606 50.4797 46.0167 

Proposed Algorithm 56.9835 50.8658 46.5073 



 A Novel Boundary Matching Algorithm for Video Temporal Error Concealment 7 

Copyright © 2014 MECS                                                          I.J. Image, Graphics and Signal Processing, 2014, 6, 1-10 

Table 2: Average reconstruction time per MB for average MB missing rate of 10%. 

Video Resolution Video Sequence 
Error Concealment Algorithm 

BMA DBM DTBMA Proposed Algorithm 

CIF 

Bus 2.7993 3.3019 3.3344 3.1977 

Mother and Daughter 2.7869 3.3274 3.3723 3.2179 

Foreman 2.6302 3.1539 3.1872 3.0375 

QCIF 

Mother and Daughter 4.9604 5.5570 5.5986 5.2034 

Walk 3.8730 4.4414 4.5425 4.3046 

Miss America 3.7974 4.3264 4.3615 4.0332 

 

 

Fig. 5(a) shows an error-free frame in CIF test 

sequence “Bus” (frame 16). Fig. 5(b) shows the damaged 

frame with average MB missing rate of 20%. The 

reconstructed frames using the BMA, DBM, DTBMA, 

and the proposed algorithm are shown in Figs. 5(c), 5(d), 

5(e), and 5(f), respectively. Also, Fig. 6(a) shows an 

error-free frame in QCIF test sequence “Walk” (frame 

31). Fig. 6(b) shows the damaged frame with average MB 

missing rate of 20%. Reconstructed frames using the 

BMA, DBM, DTBMA, and the proposed algorithm are 

shown in Figs. 6(c), 6(d), 6(e), and 6(f), respectively. 

According to Figs. 5 and 6, the proposed algorithm 

improves the subjective quality of reconstructed video 

frames.  

The BMA assumed that image pixels in original image 

have a high spatial correlation. If the boundary pixels of 

damaged MB are smooth, this algorithm is acceptable; 

otherwise, the results are not preferable. In addition, this 

algorithm can correctly estimate the MV of damaged MB 

when the damaged MB is on vertical and horizontal 

boundaries. However, it cannot be useful for oblique 

edges and cannot estimate the damaged MV well.  

In DBM, the direction of comparison in each boundary 

pixel is identified from two inner boundaries of the 

candidate MB. However, in DTBMA this direction is 

identified by inner and outer boundaries of the candidate 

MB. When the direction of edges on boundaries from 

damaged MB has not been changed (compared to the 

reference frame) these algorithms work well. However, in 

some cases, the edge direction determination according to 

boundary pixels of candidate MB can cause low accuracy 

in MV estimation. When the boundary edges’ direction of 

damaged MB is changed with respect to the reference 

frame, these algorithms will not lead to acceptable results. 

Moreover, if the candidate MB is from previous stages of 

error concealment, the efficiency of the algorithms 

decreases. 

Also, one of the important limitations in conventional 

error concealment methods (such as BMA, DBM, and 

DTBMA) is the reduction of accuracy in boundary 

matching process with decreasing adjacent boundaries’ 

numbers of damaged MB. In these methods, for damaged 

MBs with more adjacent boundaries is not considered any 

priority. Therefore, error concealment for the damaged 

MBs with low adjacent boundaries might be done before 

the damaged MBs with more adjacent boundaries. If the 

damaged MBs are neighbor with different adjacent  

boundaries’ numbers, the incorrect estimation of the MV 

from one of them can reduce the estimation accuracy of 

other MVs. However, in the proposed algorithm error 

concealment of damaged MBs in each frame is related to 

error concealment priority list of the same frame.  

At first, the priority list is obtained for error 

concealment of each frame. Then, the list is updated after 

error concealment of each damaged MB. Using the 

priority list, the error concealment is done for the 

damaged MB with the highest priority (with more 

adjacent boundaries) sooner than other damaged MBs. 

Therefore, the priority of neighboring MBs from 

concealed MB increases. The proposed algorithm leads to 

more accurate estimation of MVs by considering the 

more priority for damaged MBs; which have more 

adjacent boundaries. Moreover, it increases the number of 

available boundaries for damaged MBs with the numbers 

of lower boundaries and the damaged MVs of them are 

estimated more accurately in the next stages of error 

concealment. 

In addition to the use of spatial redundancy from 

current frame, the proposed algorithm utilizes the 

temporal redundancy among consecutive frames. 

According to additional boundaries, the proposed 

algorithm presents an efficient boundary matching 

criterion for comparing the candidate MBs. The proposed 

algorithm uses the proposed boundary matching criterion, 

just when it is assured about the accuracy and continuity 

of additional boundaries. Therefore, if additional 

boundaries are available and have necessary conditions, 

the proposed algorithm utilizes the proposed boundary 

matching criterion. This criterion supposes that the 

damaged MV is similar to the one of adjacent MVs from 

damaged MB. If the supposition is correct, the MBs with 

similar MVs belong to the same region in the reference 

frame. These MBs contain most matches in their common 

boundaries. 

Finally, the proposed algorithm uses the best boundary 

matching of them for error concealment of damaged MB 

by selecting one of two explained boundary matching 

criterion of each candidate MBs’ boundary. As the 

proposed algorithm employs these techniques, the 

accuracy of the boundary matching process for each 

boundary of the damaged MB is increased. As such, the 

estimation of the damaged MV is more accurate. 

The proposed algorithm exploits each boundary as a 

vector. Therefore, the consumed time for exploiting the 
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additional boundaries and calculating the proposed 

matching distortion criterion in each stage is not 

significant. According to the results of Table II, the 

proposed algorithm increases the efficiency of error 

concealment without any significant increase in 

computational complexity. 

 

   

(c) (b) (a) 

   
(f) (e) (d) 

Fig 5: Subjective video quality comparison for frame 16 in CIF video test sequence “Bus” and average MB missing rate= 20%. (a) Free-error frame  
(b) Corrupted frame  (c) Reconstructed frame using BMA  (d) Reconstructed frame using DBM  (e) Reconstructed frame using DTBMA      (f) 

Reconstructed frame using the proposed algorithm. 

   
(c) (b) (a) 

   

(f) (e) (d) 

Fig 6: Subjective video quality comparison for frame 31 in QCIF video test sequence “Walk” and average MB missing rate of 20%. (a) Free-error 
frame (b) corrupted frame  (c) reconstructed frame using BMA  (d) reconstructed frame using DBM  (e) reconstructed frame using DTBMA   (f) 

reconstructed frame using the proposed algorithm. 
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V.  CONCLUSION 

In this paper, an efficient boundary matching algorithm 

was proposed for more accurate estimation of damaged 

MVs. The proposed algorithm used the classic boundary 

matching or the proposed boundary matching criterion to 

compare the candidate MBs. Also, by identifying the 

error concealment priority list, damaged MBs are 

reconstructed according to their priorities. This lead to 

increase the number of available boundaries for damaged 

MBs with less boundary and more accurate estimation of 

their damaged MVs. The proposed algorithm improved 

the accuracy of MV estimation and decreased the error 

propagation by using additional data, which their 

correctness has been analyzed. Experimental results show 

that the proposed algorithm increases the PSNR for video 

test sequences in some frames about 4.7, 4.5, and 4.4 dB 

compared to BMA, DBM, and DTBMA methods, 

respectively. Also, without considerable computational 

cost, it improved the objective and subjective quality of 

reconstructed frames. 

REFERENCES  

[1] Kim M, Lee H, Sull S. Spatial Error Concealment for 

H.264 Using Sequential Directional Interpolation. IEEE 

Trans on Consumer Electronics, 2008, 54(4):1811-1818. 

[2] Ma M, Gary Chan S -H, Sun M -T. Edge-Directed Error 

Concealment. IEEE Trans on Circuits and Systems for 

Video Technology, 2010, 20(3):382-395. 

[3] Tsiligianni E, Kondi L P, Katsaggelos A K. Shape Error 

Concealment Based on a Shape-Preserving Boundary 

Approximation. IEEE Trans on Image Processing, 2012, 

21(8):3573-3585. 

[4] Park J W, Kim J W, Lee S U. DCT Coefficients Recovery-

Based Error Concealment Technique and Its Application to 

the MPEG-2 Bit Stream Error. IEEE Trans on Circuits 

Systems for Video Technology, 1997, 7(6):845-854. 

[5] Alkachouh Z, Bellanger M. Fast DCT-Based Spatial 

Domain Interpolation of Blocks in Images. IEEE Trans on 

Image Processing, 2000, 9(4):729-732. 

[6] Zhai G, Yang X, Lin W, Zhang W. Bayesian Error 

Concealment with DCT Pyramid for Images. IEEE Trans. 

on Circuits and Systems for Video Technology, 

20(9):1224-1232. 

[7] Haskell P, Messerschmitt D. Resynchronization of Motion 

Compensated Video Affected by ATM Cell Loss. Proc of 

IEEE International Conference on Acoustics, Speech, and 

Signal Processing, 1992(3):545-548. 

[8] Chien J, Li G, Chen M. Effective Error Concealment 

Algorithm of Whole Frame Loss for H.264 Video Coding 

Standard by Recursive Motion Vector Refinement. IEEE 

Trans on Consumer Electronics, 2010, 56(3):1689-1698. 

[9] Ghanbari M, Seferidis V. Cell-Loss Concealment in ATM 

Video Codecs. IEEE Trans on Circuits and Systems for 

Video Technology, 1993, 3(3):238-247. 

[10] Suh J W, Ho Y S. Error Concealment Based on Directional 

Interpolation. IEEE Trans on Consumer Electronics, 1997, 

43(3):295-302. 

[11] Vazquez M G, Garcia-Ramirez A F, Ramirez-Acosta A A. 

Image Processing for Error Concealment. Proc of the 10th 

Mexican International Conference on Artificial 

Intelligence (MICAI), 2011:133-138. 

[12] Vineeth Shetty Kolkeri. Error Concealment Techniques in 

H.264/AVC for Video Transmission over Wireless 

Networks. Arlington: Dissertation of University of Texas, 

2009, 52-61.  

[13] Zheng J, Chau L P. A Temporal Error Concealment 

Algorithm for H.264 Using Lagrange Interpolation. Proc of 

International Symposium on Circuits and Systems (ISCAS), 

2004 (2):133-136. 

[14] Lam W M, Reibman A, Liu R B. Recovery of Lost or 

Erroneously Received Motion Vectors. Proc of IEEE 

International Conference on Acoustics, Speech, and Signal 

Processing, 1993(5):417-420. 

[15] Gao Z, Lie W. Video Error Concealment by Using 

Kalman-Filtering Technique. Proc of IEEE International 

Symposium on Circuits and Systems, 2004:69-72. 

[16] Kang H S, Kim Y W, Kim T Y. A Temporal Error 

Concealment Method Based on Edge Adaptive Boundary 

Matching. Proc of the 1st Pacific Rim Symposium 

(PSIVT), 2006(4319):852-860. 

[17] Ruolin R, Ruimin H, Zhongming L. An Effective Video 

Temporal Error Concealment Method. Proc of the 4th 

International Conference on Computer Science & 

Education (ICCSE), 2009:683-685. 

[18] Choi W I, Jeon B. Temporal Error Concealment with 

Block Boundary Smoothing. Proc of the 5th Pacific Rim 

conference on Advances in Multimedia Information 

Processing, 2004:224-231. 

[19] Huang Y L, Lien H Y. Temporal Error Concealment for 

MPEG-4 Coded Video Using a Self-Organizing Map. 

IEEE Trans on Consumer Electronics, 2006, 52(3):676-681. 

[20] Ghanei-Yakhdan H. A Novel Dynamic Temporal Error 

Concealment Technique for Video Sequences Using a 

Competitive Neural Network. Proc of the 1st Iranian 

Conference on Pattern Recognition and Image Analysis, 

2013:843-847. 

[21] Zhan Xuefeng, Zhu Xiuchang. A Novel Temporal Error 

Concealment Method Based on Fuzzy Reasoning for 

H.264. Journal of Electronics (China), 2010, 27(2):197-205. 

[22] Lai Ch, Hao Ch, Shen X. Temporal Error Concealment 

Algorithm Using Fuzzy Metric. Proc of International 

Conference on Intelligent Computing (ICIC), 

2006(4114):171-176. 

[23] Araghi A, Agahian Panahi M, Kasaei S. Error 

Concealment Using Wide Motion Vector Space for H.264-

AVC. Proc of the 19th Iranian Conference on Electrical 

Engineering (ICEE), 2011:2898-2930. 

[24] Ai M, Jiang Q. Weighted Motion Vectors of double 

Candidate Blocks Based Temporal Error Concealment 

Method for Video Transmission over Wireless Network. 

Proc of International Conference on Educational and 

Network Technology (ICENT), 2010:478-481. 

[25] Thaipanich T, Wu P H, Jay Kuo C C. Low-Complexity 

Video Error Concealment for Mobile Applications Using 

OBMA. IEEE Trans on Consumer Electronics, 2008, 

54(2):753-761. 

[26] Marvasti-Zadeh S M, Ghanei-Yakhdan H, Kasaei S. 

Dynamic Temporal Error Concealment for Video Data in 

Error-prone Environments. Proc of the 8th Iranian 

Conference on Machine Vision and Image Processing 

(MVIP), 2013:729-733. 

[27] Youjun Xiang, Liangmou Feng, Shengli Xie, Zhiheng 

Zhou. An Efficient Spatio-Temporal Boundary Matching 

Algorithm for Video Error Concealment. Multimedia 

Tools and Applications Journal, 2011, 52(1):91-103. 

[28] Zhou J, Yan B, Gharavi H. Efficient Motion Vector 

Interpolation for Error Concealment of H.264/AVC. IEEE 

 

http://www.researchgate.net/researcher/8736108_Hyun_Soo_Kang/
http://www.researchgate.net/researcher/70556811_Yong-Woo_Kim/
http://www.researchgate.net/researcher/70576124_Tae-Yong_Kim/
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/xpl/mostRecentIssue.jsp?punumber=5209213
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/xpl/mostRecentIssue.jsp?punumber=5209213
http://link.springer.com/journal/11767
http://link.springer.com/journal/11767/27/2/page/1
http://www.researchgate.net/researcher/70658856_Changcai_Lai/
http://www.researchgate.net/researcher/70591863_Chongyang_Hao/
http://www.researchgate.net/researcher/70562717_Xiangyu_Shen/
http://link.springer.com/journal/11042/52/1/page/1
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-author=%22Youjun+Xiang%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-author=%22Liangmou+Feng%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-author=%22Shengli+Xie%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-author=%22Zhiheng+Zhou%22
http://link.springer.com/journal/11042
http://link.springer.com/journal/11042
http://link.springer.com/journal/11042/52/1/page/1


10 A Novel Boundary Matching Algorithm for Video Temporal Error Concealment  

Copyright © 2014 MECS                                                          I.J. Image, Graphics and Signal Processing, 2014, 6, 1-10 

Trans on Broadcasting, 2011, 57(1):75-80. 

[29] Wu T H, Wu G L, Chen C Y, Chien S Y. Enhanced 

Temporal Error Concealment Algorithm with Edge-

Sensitive Processing Order. Proc of IEEE International 

Symposium on Circuits and Systems,  2008:3466-3469. 

[30] Nemethova O, Al-Moghrabi A, Rupp M. An Adaptive 

Error Concealment Mechanism for H.264/AVC Encoded 

Low-Resolution Video Streaming. Presented at the 14th 

European Signal Processing Conference (EUSIPCO), 2006, 

Florence, Italy. 

[31] Chih-Cheng Wang, Chih-Yao Chuang, Kuan-Ru Fu, 

Shinfeng D Lin. An Integrated Temporal Error 

Concealment for H.264/AVC Based on Spatial Evaluation 

Criteria. Journal of Visual Communication and Image 

Representation (JVCIR), 2011, 22(6):522-528. 

[32] Wu G L, Chen C Y, Wu T, Chien S. Efficient Spatial-

Temporal Error Concealment Algorithm and Hardware 

Architecture Design for H.264/AVC. IEEE Trans on 

Circuits and Systems for Video Technology, 2010, 

20(11):1409-1422. 

[33] Chen X, Chung Y, Bae C. Dynamic Multi-mode Switching 

Error Concealment Algorithm for H.264/AVC Video 

Applications. IEEE Trans on Consumer Electronics, 2008, 

54(1):683-695. 

[34] Sun Y, Sun S, Jing X, Zhao L. A Directional Temporal 

Error Concealment Algorithm for H.264. Proc of the 2nd 

IEEE International Conference on Network Infrastructure 

and Digital Content, 2010:275-279. 

[35] Wang Y, Zhu Q F. Error Control and Concealment for 

Video Communication: A Review. IEEE, 1998, 86(5):974-

997. 

[36] Aroh Barjatya. Block Matching Algorithms for Motion 

Estimation. Final Project Paper, DIP 6620, 2004, 1-6. 

 

 

 

Seyed Mojtaba Marvasti-Zadeh was 

born in Yazd, Iran, on July 15th 1986. He 

received the Associate’s degree in 

electronics from Technical Faculty of 

Imam Ali, Yazd, Iran, in 2008. Then, he 

received the B.Sc. degree in electrical 

engineering from the Department of 

Electrical and Electronic Engineering, 

Science and Arts University, Iran, in 

2010. He was awarded as the best graduate student of Electrical 

and Electronic Departments, Technical Faculty of Imam Ali and 

Science and Arts University, in 2008 and 2010, respectively. He 

is now a graduate student of Communications field in the 

Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering, Yazd 

University. His research interests include image and video 

signal processing with a special focus on error concealment of 

video sequences in error-prone environments. 

 

 

Hossein Ghanei-Yakhdan was born in 

Yazd, Iran in 1966. He received the 

B.Sc. degree in electrical engineering 

from Isfahan University of Technology 

in 1989, the M.Sc. degree in 1993 from 

K. N. Toosi University of Technology 

and the Ph.D degree in 2009 from 

Ferdowsi University of Mashhad. Since 

1994, he has been with the Department 

of Electrical and Computer Engineering, Yazd University. His 

research interests are in digital video and image processing, 

error concealment and error-resilient coding for video 

communication and digital video and image watermarking. 

 

 

Shohreh Kasaei (M'05-SM'07) received 

her B.Sc. degree from the Department of 

Electronics, Faculty of Electrical and 

Computer Engineering, Isfahan 

University of Technology, Iran, in 1986, 

her M.Sc. degree from the Graduate 

School of Engineering, Department of 

Electrical and Electronic Engineering, 

University of the Ryukyus, Japan, in 

1994, and the Ph.D. degree from Signal 

Processing Research Centre, School of Electrical and Electronic 

Systems Engineering, Queensland University of Technology, 

Australia, in 1998. She joined Sharif University of Technology 

since 1999, where she is currently a full professor and the 

director of Image Processing Laboratory (IPL). Her research 

interests include 3D computer vision, 3D object tracking, 

human activity recognition, multi-resolution texture analysis, 

scalable video coding, image retrieval, video indexing, face 

recognition, hyper spectral change detection, video restoration, 

and fingerprint authentication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to cite this paper: Seyed Mojtaba Marvasti-Zadeh, Hossein Ghanei-Yakhdan, Shohreh Kasaei,"A Novel 

Boundary Matching Algorithm for Video Temporal Error Concealment", IJIGSP, vol.6, no.6, pp.1-10, 2014.DOI: 

10.5815/ijigsp.2014.06.01 

http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/xpl/mostRecentIssue.jsp?punumber=4534149
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/10473203
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/10473203
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/search/searchresult.jsp?searchWithin=p_Authors:.QT.Yan%20Sun.QT.&searchWithin=p_Author_Ids:37536862400&newsearch=true
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/search/searchresult.jsp?searchWithin=p_Authors:.QT.Songlin%20Sun.QT.&searchWithin=p_Author_Ids:37597424300&newsearch=true
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/search/searchresult.jsp?searchWithin=p_Authors:.QT.Xiaojun%20Jing.QT.&searchWithin=p_Author_Ids:37532421600&newsearch=true
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/search/searchresult.jsp?searchWithin=p_Authors:.QT.LiXin%20Zhao.QT.&searchWithin=p_Author_Ids:37598830300&newsearch=true
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/xpl/mostRecentIssue.jsp?punumber=5640582
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/xpl/mostRecentIssue.jsp?punumber=5640582

